INTRODUCTION
IL-6 is a multifunctional cytokine that influences a variety of immune and nonimmune parameters, including (i) terminal differentiation of B cells, (ii) induction of acute phase proteins, (iii) growth and differentiation of cytotoxic T cell precursors, (iv) hematopoietic stem cell formation, and (v) neural differentiation. It is secreted by a wide variety of cells, including fibroblasts (Sehgal and Sagar, 1980) , monocytes (Aarden, De Groot, Schaap, & Lansdorp, 1987) , B cells (Freeman, Freedman, Rabinowe, Segil, Horowitz, Rosen, Whitman, & Nadler, 1989) , endothelial cells (Norioka, Hara, Harigai, Kitani, Hirose, Suzuki, Kawakami, Tabata, Kawagoe, & Nakamura,
